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Overview 

 

Lesson 
Overview  

Students will orally analyze primary source photographs of past and present 
family members. Students will bring photographs of their great grandparents, 
grandparents and parents. They will each get a Picture/Photograph Analysis 
Sheet to analysis their photos. Students will use a Venn Diagram to compare 
and contrast photographs of family members past and present. Students will 
create a written paragraph explaining the similarities and differences between 
their past and present family photographs.  The conclusion of lesson will be a 
parents, grandparents and great grandparents ice cream social. Students will 
have an opportunity to use language to share the content of  their work with their 
families. 

Author(s) & 
School 

Hilary Barthel and Courtney Ferguson (adapted for general usage by Theresa 
Malouff) 
Sanford School District 

Grade Level/ 
Course 

Grades Kindergarten 
       **Can easily be adapted for other grade levels 

Standards  CDE Standard 4.1.b Analyze primary source historical accounts related to 
Colorado history to understand cause-and-effect relationships (DOK 2-3) 

 CDE Standard 4.1.c. Explain the cause-and-effect relationships in the 
interactions among people and cultures that have lived in or migrated to 
Colorado (DOK 1-2) 

 CDE Standard 4.2.b Describe interactions among people and cultures that 
have lived in Colorado (DOK 1-2) 

 CDE Standard 5.1  Analyze historical sources from multiple points of view to 
develop an understanding of historical context 

 CDE Standard 6.1.b Interpret documents and data from multiple primary and 
secondary sources while formulating historical questions. Sources to include 
but not limited to art, artifacts, eyewitness accounts, letters and diaries, 
artifacts, real or simulated historical sites, charts, graphs, diagrams and 
written texts (DOK 1-3) 

 

Time 
Required  

4 twenty minute daily class sessions (1 - 1 ½ hours) 

Topic Physical Characteristics of Family Members, Past and Present 

Time Period 1900-2018 

Tags 
(keywords) 

Primary sources, photographs of families members, 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I0f4Sq2B1lBFxt2g0h0fLXvFy9nmbleOzvcSlkn5SZ0/edit#bookmark=id.30j0zll
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I0f4Sq2B1lBFxt2g0h0fLXvFy9nmbleOzvcSlkn5SZ0/edit#bookmark=id.1fob9te
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I0f4Sq2B1lBFxt2g0h0fLXvFy9nmbleOzvcSlkn5SZ0/edit#bookmark=id.3znysh7
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I0f4Sq2B1lBFxt2g0h0fLXvFy9nmbleOzvcSlkn5SZ0/edit#bookmark=id.2et92p0


Preparation (Links to worksheets, primary sources and other materials): 

 

Materials  Current Photographs copies of their family relatives 
 Picture/Photograph Analysis Sheet  
 Blank Venn Diagram Printouts (1 per student) 
 Pencils 

 

 

Resources/Links  Picture/Photograph Analysis Sheet 
            http://cde.state.co.us/cosocialstudies/pssets 

 Blank Venn Diagram Printouts 
            http://www.twinkl.com/resource/au-h-25719-past-and-present- 
            venn-diagram-activity 

 Note Catcher 
             https://docs.google.com/document/d/1blq26Ks9blxbPh4_n7M-  
Xkk… 
 

 9 Research Based Teaching Strategies 
             www.THECLASSROOMKEY.COM 
              
 

 

 

 

Resources from 
specific 
community 

 Parents 
 Grandparents 
 Other: children living with other relatives 

o  

 

Lesson Procedure (Step by Step Instructions): These lessons focus on oral practice 

first then moving to written products. 
 

 Write the objective for the lesson and go over it with the students. 
o Students will analyze historical photographs, both orally and written, with a 

partner. 
o Students will categorize their analysis of photographs on a graphic organizer. 
o Students will make observations and then make inferences based off the 

evidence their observation provides and their background knowledge. 
o Students will ask “think and search” as well as connecting questions to deepen 

their analysis. 
o Students will compare and contrast their own family photographs with the 

historical photographs from the first lesson using a Venn Diagram. 

http://cde.state.co.us/cosocialstudies/pssets
http://www.twinkl.com/resource/au-h-25719-past-and-present-
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1blq26Ks9blxbPh4_n7M-Xkk%E2%80%A6
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1blq26Ks9blxbPh4_n7M-Xkk%E2%80%A6


o Students will write an informational text to explain how life is both similar and 
different between today and the time period of one historical picture (that they 
choose). 

Lesson 1: SET UP--Hang 5-6 photographs on its own butcher paper and hang in different 
areas in the classroom. Put the title on the butcher paper. Write sentence stems around 
each photograph. 

 Sentence stems: I notice _____, I observe ____, I wonder _____, After noticing 
____, I infer that _____, Since I observed ______, I wonder if _____. 

 Tell students they will be doing a “gallery walk” of historical primary sources from your 
families.  Ask if anyone knows what a primary source is/what they think it is, then 
discuss.  (A primary source is an original artifact such as a photograph, journal 
entry, newspaper article that was created by a person living during that time 
period).   

 Students will be given 4-5 sticky notes to write down observations (just things they can 
put their finger on), questions, inferences (their thinking) as they walk around and look at 
primary source photos. 

 Before they can write they must discuss their observations (can put their finger on it), 
their thinking (inferences about their observations) and questions (they have about the 
photograph) with a partner at the same photograph. This is oracy development in 
preparation for writing. 

 Allow students to walk around for 5 minutes at each photograph in a clockwise rotation 
and place their sticky notes on the butcher paper around the pictures. 

 Return to seats and allow students to talk with a table partner about what they saw--
share their impressions with specific evidence from photographs: 

o In the photograph of _____ I noticed ____ which made me infer _____. 
 Ask students, what do they think a primary source is after this activity? What did they 

see on their gallery tour? Guide students in figuring out other types of primary source 
besides photographs. Create a class definition of the phrase “primary source.” 

 Explain that next we will be analyzing one specific primary source photograph of their 
choice using a note catcher. 

 Introduce the note catcher and explain the four boxes: 
o “Observations” are only what they see in the photograph 
o “My thinking” is what they think when looking at the picture (inferences from the 

observations) 
o “Questions” are what the students are wondering while observing and analyzing 

the photograph 
o “Further investigations” is where students can think about what this source 

teaches us, how we can learn more about it, what it shows us as historians about 
the people or place in this primary source. 

 Model and do a guided activity with this note-catcher with the students (teacher will 
choose one of the photographs from the gallery walk to model the activity with). 

 Example sentence stems to use: 
o In this photograph, I am observing ___________. 
o When I look at this picture, it makes me think ______________. 
o I am wondering why/who/what/where/how  __________________. 
o I think we are analyzing this photograph because it can teach us about _____. 

 Have students review what each box in the note-catcher is supposed to focus on. 
 Next, with a partner, students will choose one of the photographs to complete the note-

catcher while analyzing the photograph with a partner. 
 Once finished, teacher will put up three separate large versions of the note-catcher on 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bIq26Ks9b1xbPh4_n7M-Xkkq4u9_fe0-TcLlD7t1aQM/edit


butcher paper with each photograph in the middle of its own large note-catcher. 
 All students who reflected on the same photos will pair up in front of the large version to 

discuss their observations and thoughts as a group (using the sentence stems above 
when discussing) while adding each person’s ideas to the larger version of the note 
catchers. 

 Groups will come up and present their analysis of the photograph to the class.  
 Partnerships’ note-catchers will be collected at the end of the presentations as evidence 

of standard completion 
.Lesson 2: PREP--keep original photographs with sticky notes on the butcher paper. 
Print Venn Diagrams for each student. Have each student bring in 1-2 pictures of their 
family 

 Prior to lesson talk with students about what types of photographs we saw in the 
gallery walk, what were they celebrating, why were these pictures being taken--
then have students bring in 1-2 photographs from their families (birthday 
celebrations, religious celebrations, important occasions). 

 The students pair up with another student and share their photo.  They will share 
similarities and differences, orally, using the following sentence stems between the two 
partners photographs 

o I notice _____ in my family photograph, while I notice ______ in the historical 
photograph. 

o My photograph is similar to this photograph because both ________________. 
o A similarity between both photographs is _____ which makes me 

wonder/think/infer ___. 
o A difference between these photographs is ____ which makes me 

wonder/think/infer ____. 
o My photograph is different from this photograph because ________________. 
o Neither photograph shows ______________ which makes me think _______. 
o Etc... 

 Next each student will pick a historical photograph to compare their family photograph 
to. 

 They will meet with a partner at that same historical photograph and share the 
similarities and differences of their photograph with the historical photograph with their 
partners, each taking turns using the sentence stems. 

 Next students will take what they have shared orally with their partner and then put that 
information into a Venn Diagram written in full sentences, independently. Students 
should use sentence stems if needed. 

 



Final Product: 
 After students have finished the Venn Diagram and it has been checked by a teacher, 

they can start their project of comparing and contrasting a similar photograph of their 
family with the time period in their historical photograph. 

 Students will use the examples they found in the photographs they analyzed as well as 
their background knowledge of what their life is like. 

 Students can write in the first or third person for their comparison and contrast 
paragraph 

o Students explain the purpose of both pictures from a similar event but different 
time periods 

o Students share commonalities between the two photographs both surface level 
observations and deeper inferences made about the photographs while 
analyzing 

o Students share the differences between the two photographs both surface level 
observations and deeper inferences made about the photographs while 
analyzing 

o The paragraph should include spelling focus, transitional phrases, and varied 
sentences 

 Students can glue their Venn Diagrams and the historical photograph and tape their 
family photograph to poster board or butcher paper and use it to provide evidence to 
their writing. 

 Finally, the writing can be glued to the bottom of the butcher paper/poster board and the 
findings of the analysis of both photographs can be presented to the class. 

 The conclusion of the lesson will be a parents, great grandparents and great-great 
grandparents ice cream social. Students will use language to share the content of their 
work with their families. 

 

 

Evaluation/Assessment:  (Methods for collecting evidence of student learning) 

  

 Conversations and use of the sentence stems can be used as evidence of both 
language and content. 

 Sticky notes can provide ample information on misconceptions (areas for reteaching or 
readdressing information) and specific background knowledge (brought to the content by 
each student). 

 Venn Diagrams are sources of being able to compare and contrast, as well as evidence 
of understanding of getting information from a primary source. 

 Paragraph writing is evidence of getting information from different types of primary 
sources and then taking that analysis to the next level by comparing and contrasting. 

o Students will be evaluated on their ability to analyze both sources, identify and 
justify both surface level observations and deeper connections and differences 
between different primary sources from different time periods.  

 

 


